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These short acts of worship have been produced for you by The
Vine at Home. If you are well enough and able, why not spend a few
moments with God, perhaps at a time when you would normally be
sharing with others in church and pray for them as they pray for you.

Opening Prayers

Use the following words to help centre yourself in the moment. Say
them out loud, or speak them in your mind.
Jesus, open my heart.

Prepare yourself to hear God’s word in a new way.
Jesus, open my heart.

Listen for God’s voice, calling you to serve others and love radically.
Jesus, open my heart.

Hold the joys, regrets and frustrations from the week, and look
ahead to the opportunities next week will bring.
Jesus, open my heart.

Hold the people you share your life with, and the challenges that
come with relationships and friendships.
Jesus, open my heart.

Rest a moment in the quiet.
Jesus, open my heart.

The Lord’s Prayer

We pray the prayer that Jesus gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

20 STF – Be still for the presence of the Lord
Sing/read /pray /proclaim the words or listen to it here:
https://youtu.be/ZugvUQ4m90U?si=vTewRIFLlvcDh779

1 Be still,
for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One, is here;
come bow before him now
with reverence and fear:
in him no sin is found —

https://youtu.be/ZugvUQ4m90U?si=vTewRIFLlvcDh779
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we stand on holy ground.
Be still,
for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One, is here.

2 Be still,
for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around;
he burns with holy fire,
with splendour he is crowned:
how awesome is the sight —
our radiant King of light!
Be still,
for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around.

3 Be still,
for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place;
he comes to cleanse and heal,
to minister his grace:
no work too hard for him —
in faith receive from him.
Be still,
for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place.

David J. Evans (b. 1957)

Reading: John 10:1-10

The Good Shepherd and His Sheep

10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief
and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of
the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him
because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this
figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was
telling them.

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for
the sheep. 8All who have come before me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved.[a] They will come in and
go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the
full.

Responding to the reading

In this passage, Jesus uses imagery that would have been very
familiar to his listeners: sheep, shepherds, and a sheepfold. For

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2010&version=NIV
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those living in an agricultural society, these images spoke of daily
life: of care, vulnerability, protection, and trust.

But Jesus is not really talking about farming.

He contrasts two ways of relating to people: the way of the thief,
who climbs in by another way to steal and destroy, and the way of
the shepherd, who enters by the gate and calls the sheep by name.
The sheep recognise the shepherd’s voice because they know it.
They trust it. They follow.

And then Jesus makes a surprising claim: “I am the gate.”

A gate does two things. It protects what is inside, and it creates a
way through. A gate keeps danger out, but it also opens a path to
freedom. Jesus is not describing a narrow barrier meant to exclude
people; rather, he presents himself as the way into safety, belonging,
and life that flourishes.

Later he says something that echoes through the centuries: “I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

That word abundant is important. Jesus is not offering a small,
cramped life defined by fear or rigid rules. The life he describes is
expansive—full of meaning, compassion, connection, and hope.

For those of us who follow Jesus today, especially those seeking a
thoughtful, inclusive faith, this passage invites us to listen carefully
for the voice that leads toward life rather than fear.

There are many voices competing for our attention: voices that
promise security through exclusion, voices that thrive on anxiety or
control. But Jesus suggests that his voice is different. It calls us
toward freedom, trust, and deeper humanity.

Discipleship, then, is not about blindly following authority. It is
about learning to recognise the voice that nurtures life. So today,
consider:

 What voices are shaping your choices and beliefs right now?
 Which voices lead toward compassion, justice, and

flourishing: and which lead toward fear or division?
 How might you listen more closely for the voice of the Good

Shepherd in your daily life?

Jesus promises not simply survival, but abundant life, life that flows
outward in generosity, creativity, and love.

And perhaps the question for us is this: Are we willing to step through the
gate and follow where that life leads?

May you learn to recognise the voice that calls you by name, and may it
lead you into deeper freedom, courage, and joy.
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503 STF – Love divine all loves excelling
Sing/read /pray /proclaim the words or listen to it here:
https://youtu.be/LUhE6pBM2IE?si=N_FQ-B4Ny7ygdI6o

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

2 Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

3 Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Charles Wesley (1707–1788)

Blessing

The love of Christ flows through you.
The peace of God echoes around you.
The grace of the Spirit moves with you.
As you leave this time, this space, may you know the presence of
the Triune God, blessing
your path, guiding your feet, encouraging your next step,
in the journey of discipleship.
Go in peace.

Amen.

Most materials on this service sheet are from The Vine at Home, compiled and produced
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